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* On December 5, 1951, Cardinal Archbishop Spellman cele- 
brated mass in the Cathedral of Bogota, Colombia. Afterwards, 
the mayor of the town gave him the keys of the city, thus 


making him the mayor of the day. 


After Cardinal’s Mass— 
“Liquidation” of Heretics 


HE FESTIVITIES were concluded 
with a banquet held in his honor. 
We wonder if a high dignitary of 
any American Protestant Church 
would be granted the same privilege 
of exercising his religious duties and 
be given the same marks of honor. 
During his stay in Bogota, particular- 
ly on the day that he was honorary 
mayor of the city, did Cardinal Spell- 
man do anything to ameliorate the ter- 
rible religious conditions that exist in 
Colombia ? Cardinal Spellman presents 
himself as being a staunch champion 
of democratic religious liberty. Did he 
prevail upon the Colombian govern- 
ment officials to concede religious free- 
dom to the Protestant minority of the 
country? That he did not is proved by 
events that occurred on Dec. 30, 1951. 
On this day, Rev. Osborn Hines of 
Toronto, Ontario, and Sefior Diaz, a 
Colombian lay preacher, were stopped 
by two policemen and four civilians, 
searched and severely beaten. Accord- 
ing to a Police Sergeant, the people of 
Cambas commanded the police to ex- 
pel them, adding that ‘‘the conserva- 
tive party is in power and this is a 
Catholic country.” 
Interior Minister Luis Ignacio An- 
drade came forward with the alibi that 
propaganda for a foreign religion had 


1New York Times, Dec. 30, 1951. 
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caused a reaction from “primitive peo- 
ple.” Is it not strange that Bogotans 
are still to be regarded as ‘primitive 
people” after centuries of exposure to 
Roman Catholic culture? This only 
goes to prove that when Romanism 
predominates that country will remain 
in a backward state, morally and so- 
cially. 

The religious tension between Ro- 
man Catholics and evangelical Chris- 
tians in Colombia mounts from day to 
day. The Roman Catholic Bishops of 
South America are directly responsible 
for stirring up and perpetuating this 
teligious strife. 

A case in point is Bishop Miguel 
Angel Builes of Santa Rosa, Colombia, 
who issued a pastoral letter for all the 
churches of his diocese. In it he rec- 
ommended the liquidation of all anti- 
Catholics, including the members of 
the Liberal Party, the only aggressive 
political organization opposed to the 
solidly Roman Catholic Conservative 
Party which controls the country. The 
Colombian Roman Catholics, bound to 
blind obedience to their Bishops in all 
things, carried out his recommenda- 
tions to the letter and started a reign 
of terror and violence against evan- 
gelical Christians and Liberals. 

When the daily paper, E/ Nacional, 
publicly made known the instructions 
contained in the Pastoral Letter of 
Bishop Builes, the Bishop answered it 
was calumny. If, indeed, the E/ Na- 
tional was guilty of calumny, then 
Bishop Builes had a clear-cut case of 
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libel against this daily paper. The fact 
that Bishop Builes did not sue for libel 
in the court of a country that is pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic may be 
taken as proof that the E/ Nacional 
had published the true contents of his 
pastoral letter. 

Bishop Builes tries to alibi his way 
out by saying that “‘the pastoral out- 
lined the history of Protestantism, no- 
ted its theological errors from the 
Catholic viewpoint, and invited all to 
pray and instruct themselves more 
fully in the true religion.” He also 
pointed out that Protestant evangeliza- 
tion threatened the religious unity of 
South America.’ 

We would like to raise the follow- 
ing questions regarding this piece of 
Jesuitical juggling: Did Bishop Builes 
outline the history of Protestantism in 
an unbiased manner, or did he follow 
the Roman Catholic custom of sup- 
pressing and distorting the facts about 
the Protestant Reformation? Does he 
not err when he says that South Amer- 
ica is religiously united in a perfect de- 
gree? Is it not true that only 20% of 
all South Americans are practicing Ro- 
man Catholics ? 

The fact is, Roman Catholicism has 
failed in South America. This does not 
stop the Roman Church, however, for 
she is willing to resort to the last ex- 
treme, violence and bloodshed, to keep 
the people against their will within the 
fold of the Roman Church. 





*The Union and Echo, Sun., Feb. 3, 
1952. 
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Editorial... 


Twentieth Century Reformation 
6OO9 


CCORDING to the 

French press, a priest and 

about forty members of 
the Church of St. Severin in Paris had 
left the Roman Catholic Church. The 
Centre d'Informations Catholiques of 
Paris, in a long review of the incident, 
treats the priest, Jean Massin, as an 
unstable character. But the 16-page 
manifesto issued by the group, which 
now calls itself “The Community of 
Christian Hope,” shows both intellect- 
ual capacity and spiritual insight of a 
high caliber. They had engaged in in- 
tensive study of the Bible which grad- 
ually led them to positions almost iden- 
tical with those of the 16th century 
Reformers. Their manifesto breathes 
the living spirit of the Reformation: 
‘.. . We reject any sacramental doc- 
trine and any use of the sacraments 
which presupposes that God's grace is 
automatically distributed at the com- 
mand of human actions. We repudiate 
any church which idolatrously pre- 
tends that in its human structure, or- 
ganization and government it possesses 
an absolute revelation of God, and at- 
tempts to impose (its rule) on the 
world as necessary to salvation.” 

With sentiments of this sort we can- 
not wonder. that some of the best spir- 
its in Roman Catholicism have said 
farewell to the Church of their birth, 
baptism, and priestly consecration, and 
have gone forth into intellectual self- 
respect and spiritual liberty, and into a 
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free faith which will not oblige them 
to believe that the exercise of human 
freedom is a sin, and butchery a vir- 
tue. Rome will not forget the names of 
those who in the course of the years 
have valiantly defied the hierarchy. Sal- 
vatore Minocchi, a priest distinguished 
both for biblical scholarship and for 
many years of zealous work in pro- 
moting higher studies among the Ro- 
man Catholics of Italy; Pere Rose, the 
Dominican professor of Scripture at 
the University of Freiburg; Abbe Dab- 
ry who for twenty years was perhaps 
the foremost leader of social democ- 
racy among the clergy of France; Dr. 
Ferdinand Birkner, professor extraor- 
dinary at the University of Munich and 
dean of the court church of St. Mi 
chael; Professor Heldwein, chaplain 
of the Bavarian court; Professors 
Knoepfler, Gietl, Walter, Goettberg, 
and Popp; the brothers Wieland, onea 
rector in the diocese of Augsburg, the 
other vice-rector of the seminary of 
Dillingen; the Franciscan Pere Hock 
of Toelz in Bavaria; and Dr. Scherer, 
professor at the University of Vienna. 
Today, through their refusal to take 
the anti-democratic oaths and in repu- 
diation of Rome’s betrayal of the gen 
uine principles of Christianity and het 
corruption of the Gospels, untold num 
bers of priests in Europe, in Latin 
America, and in the United States are 
uttering their valedictory to Rome. 
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AGNUS DEI - 7 Sacramental 


HE AGNUS DEI is blessed during Easter time in the first year of the reign 
of the Pope, and then every seventh year, and in the year of jubilee. 
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The Catholic dictionary states that the blessing of the ‘Agnus Dei’ takes place on 
Holy Thursday. The Pope blesses the water, into which he pours in the form of the 
cross, balsam and oil of chrism. Then he pronounces the required prayers and makes 
numerous blessings over the wax-shaped lambs prepared by Cistercian Monks of the 
Order of the Holy Cross of Jerusalem, the order which has received special privilege 
to manufacture them. The attendants of the Pope then dip the ‘“‘waxed lambs” into 
the Holy Water. The clerics, who are present, take them out of the Holy Water, dry 
them and deposit them in a reserved depository where they remain until the following 


Saturday, the Saturday of Easter week. 


On this particular Saturday, before the Pope receives Communion, a subdeacon 
brings the Agnus Dei on a large silver tray from the reserved depository to the altar 
where the Pope is saying Mass and chants: “Holy Father, these are the young lambs 
which have announced to you Alleluia. Behold, they have just come from the foun- 


The Agnus Dei may be defined as a 
wax medallion impressed with the fig- 
ure of a lamb, emblematic of trust, 
which is ‘‘an object of devotion blessed 
with a special rite by the Supreme Pon- 
tiff." According to Roman Catholic 
authorities the Agnus Dei is symbolic 
of Christ. The Old Testament presents 
the lamb in the ceremony of the Jews 
and in the writings of the Prophets as 
being a figure of Christ, and many of 
its passages portray the future Messiah 
characterized with the meekness of a 
lamb. The New Testament also repre- 
sents the lamb as being a figure of 


Sacramentals of the Holy Catholic 
Church, by Rev. A. A. Lambing, L.L.D., 
Imprimatur by Michael Augustine, Arch- 
bishop of New York, published by Benzi- 
ger, 1892, p. 220. 

"Enciclopedia Italiana, Vol. I. 
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tains; They are filled with light, Alleluia.’ 





Christ. Christ is called by St. John the 
Baptist: “the lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world” (John 
1:29). The Agnus Dei refers to the 
newly baptized Roman Catholic. 
Through baptism, the Roman Catho- 
lic becomes a new lamb of the Flock 
of Christ, and as such he is obligated 
to follow in Christ’s footsteps, procur- 
ing his virtues. 

When Christ expressly enjoined, 
“Learn from me that I am meek and 
humble of heart,” Roman Catholics 
consider they must regard Christ as 
the meek Lamb, and they as so many 
lambs must imitate His meekness. The 
pure whiteness of the wax symbolizes 
the purity of the lamb throughout life; 
and the image of the lamb imprinted 
on the wax is emblematic of its con- 
duct. 
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Nature And Form 

The wax Agnus Dei, like the holy 
water, rosary, oil, blessed palms, ashes, 
scapular and coronas, comes under the 
category of a sacramental because of 
the blessing made over it. But with this 
singular distinction: Whereas the ro- 
sary, holy water, scapulars, and coro- 
na can be blessed by a Cardinal, Bish- 
op, or priest of secular or religious or- 
der, the wax Agnus Dei today can be 
blessed only by the Pope. The blessing 
of Agnus Dei is strictly reserved to 
him. 

The Agnus Dei is made of wax, 
preferably beeswax, because of its last- 
ing quality. Usually the Agnus Dei is 
round or oblong in shape, varying in 
size from one inch to six inches in di- 
ameter. On the frontpiece is impressed 
the image of a lamb and the nimbus is 
inscribed with a cross and supporting 
the banner of the cross. On the other 
side there is the figure of a saint, the 
reigning Pope, or the symbol of arms 
of the latter. At the edge of the one 
side of the Agnus Dei are written the 
words “Ecce Agnus Dei, qui tollet pec- 
cati mundi’ (Behold the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sins of the 
world). At the edge of the frontpiece 
which bears the image of the lamb, 
there is placed the name of the reign- 
ing Pope, and the year of his pontifi- 
cate. 


The Origin Of Agnus Dei 

Although Roman Catholic scholars 
agree that the Agnus Dei originated in 
Rome, they disagree as to the precise 
date of its birth. This is due, they say, 
to the obscurity of the evidence in their 
possession. However, Molanus ven- 
tured to say that the Agnus Dei can be 
traced to the days of Constantine be- 
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fore the fourth century. Pope Benedict 
XIV held that date of origin of Agnus 
Dei is the fourth century; and to prove 
the point he related that in 1544 the 
tomb of Maria Augusta, the wife of 
Emperor Honorius, who died in the 
fourth century, was pried open and 
there was found in it a wax Agnus 
Dei. Many Roman Catholic authorities 
reject this proof by arguing that wax 
can not be preserved in a pure state for 
a thousand years, and that the article 
found in the tomb and the Agnus Dei 
now in vogue are not one and the same 
thing. 

The common opinion of Roman 
Catholic historians is that the Agnus 
Dei existed in the eighth century. The 
“Ordo Romanus” (Lit. Rom. 11, p. 
1,004) relates that in this century the 
Archdeacon made Agnus Dei early on 
Holy Saturday of Holy Week out of 
pure wax mixed with oil of Chrism, 
and they were given by him to the peo 
ple on the following Saturday to be 
employed to fumigate their homes, to 
escape the dangers of lightning and 
thunder, and to ward off the influences 
of Satan. In addition Pope Benedict 
XIV relates in his work on the canor- 
ization of saints that in those early 
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days it was customary to give as a holy 
object to those who were baptized in 
Rome a wax seal, impressed with the 
figure of a lamb bearing a banner, 
which has been dipped into water 
mixed with the blessed aid of Chrism. 
A little later than the year 820, Agnus 
Dei accompanied by a letter in verse 
were sent as gifts to princes, kings, and 
other sovereigns of the State and also 
to churches. Even in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth I of England, the penal laws 
of the kingdom listed the Agnus Dei 
as one of the popish trumperies to be 
excluded from England. It is well to 
note here that earliest samples of Ag- 
nus Dei in existence are those belong- 
ing to the days of Pope Gregory XI 
(1370). Roman Catholic authorities 
hold that Agnus Dei of Pope Gregory 
the Great, remains of which were 
found in the tomb of Monza, and also 
other alleged ancient Agnus Dei, are 
not authentic. 

Usually when the Agnus Dei is sent 
from Rome as a gift, a leaflet accom- 
panies it enumerating its virtues and 
powers. Many Popes, being very jeal- 
ous of their monopoly of the Agnus 
Dei because of the money Roman 
Catholics are supposed to give in ex- 
change, passed many ‘‘Bulls’” prohib- 
iting the manufacturing of counterfeit 
Agnus Dei. There are also Agnus Dei 
made of wax mixed with the dust of 
the bones of martyrs which are denom- 
inated as Paste de S.S. Martiri, and 
which need no special blessing and are 
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ain © be regarded as relics. 
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and | Benefits Of Agnus Dei 





According to the Roman Catholic 
doctrine, the blessing of the Pope over 
the wax Agnus Dei invests this inani- 
mate object with the power to commu- 
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nicate grace and special favors from 
God, and to obtaining for the Roman 
Catholic person the divine protection 
of God against the dangers of life. 
These two things must be held in mind 
about the Agnus Dei: because it is 
blessed by the Pope, it becomes a sac- 
ramental and as such an instrument of 
grace; and it becomes the most effica- 
cious medium for Roman Catholics to 
win favors from God. Roman Catholic 
authorities are profuse in their praise 
for the Agnus Dei, telling the Roman 
Catholic people that many miracles 
have been worked through them. All 
that is required of the Roman Catholic 
is that he put a lively faith in the Ag- 
nus Dei; have confidence that it will 
produce the desired effect; and have 
great love and respect for it. 

Specifically, the following is a list of 
the benefits to be gained from the sac- 
ramental use of the Agnus Dei: 

“The Supreme Pontiff implores of 
God to bless, sanctify, and consecrate 
them in such a way that the faithful 
who, with a sincere and lively faith, 
piously use them may obtain the fol- 
lowing graces: 

1) that the sight or touch of the 
lamb impressed on these figures, excit- 
ing the hearts of the faithful to con- 
template the mysteries of our redemp- 
tion, may enduce them to thank and 
bless and adore the divine goodness, 
and thus obtain for them the pardon of 
their faults; 

2) that the sign of the cross repre- 
sented on these figures may remove 
evil spirits, hail, thunder storms, and 
tempests; 

3) that, through the efficacy of the 
divine blessing, they may escape the 
wiles and temptation of the dragon; 
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4) that women bearing children 
may be preserved from all harm, and 
favored with a happy delivery; 

5) that pestilence, falling sickness, 
water, or fire may have no power over 
them; 


6) that both in prosperity and ad- 
versity these pious Christians may be 
fortified with Divine Protection; and 
that through the mysteries of the life 
and Passion of Our Lord they may be 
preserved from a sudden and unpro- 
vided death, from every other danger, 
and from every evil... 


When we are deprived of these 
blessings, we are to attribute the pri- 
vation to our want of faith and piety, 
or to some latent cause, which prevents 
Our Saviour from enriching us with 
such extraordinary benefits.’’* 


Reversion To Paganism 

By this practice the Roman Church 
is simply aping the Pagans of old. The 
latter expressed their fear of the super- 
natural by attributing providential in- 
fluence to material objects and by many 
superstitious practices. For example, 
the ancient Greeks expressed it in their 
sculpture; the Druids found it in the 
fields and forests; the Central African 
embodied it in a stone or stick; the 
Egyptian in dark temples; and the 
American Indian placated the Manitou 
of the lakes and rivers with tobacco. 
And today the Roman Church mani- 
fests this pagan fear of the supernat- 
ural in many superstitious practices 
and fetishes as for example, the Agnus 
Dei. The true believer in Christ, the 
Evangelical Christian believes in a Per- 
sonal God who creates, conserves, and 


°On Indulgences, by Maurel, pp. 268, 
269. 
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rules the whole universe even in its 
smallest part with His Divine Provi- 
dence in order to help in every way 
possible His rational creatures who put 
their trust in Him. 

The intuition of the supernatural of 
the Pagans resulted in the superstitious 
practice of using amulets, trinkets, and 
charms carried about the person or 
hanging about the neck of the person 
as an instrument to avoid thunder, 
lightning, bodily harm, disease, and all 
the darts of the Wicked Principle and 
at the same time to placate and pro- 
pitiate the Good Principle and seek 
His aid in all things. These pagan 
amulets assumed many different forms. 
Sometimes they consisted of a stone or 
piece of metal; sometimes it was an in- 
scribed parchment; occasionally it was 
a little image of a pagan deity. Most 
of those amulets had awesome fea- 
tures. In fact, the Roman pagans used 
to suspend charms or amulets bearing 
certain definite mythological connota- 
tions, about the necks of their infants 
to indicate to which of the pagan dei- 
ties the child was dedicated. When the 
child became fifteen, he took on the 
toga virilis—the garment of manhood, 
and gave up his amulets, pledging 
them to the lares—the family house. 
hold gods. The Romans were so steep 
ed in this pagan practice of amulets 
that the early Christian preachers nev- 
er succeeded in abolishing their use. 


During the early centuries this pa- 
gan custom and the conception behind 
it were incorporated into Roman Cath- 
olic religious practice and theology, 
and today the Roman Church still prac 
tices it. These and the Agnus Dei stil 
go by the pagan title of amulet because 
they are supposed to fulfill the mear 
ing of the word, which comes from the 
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Latin “Amoliar,”” meaning “I remove.” 
Etymologically, then, an amulet may 
be defined as something used to re- 
move danger. Just as the pagans of old 
employed certain metals, stones, fig- 
ures inscribed, images, and put their 
trust in them against danger to life and 
limb, thunder, lightning, or crop fail- 
ure, so Roman Catholics have their 
amulets; for example, the Agnus Dei, 
in which they believe there is present 














| § an inherent power to preserve from the 
 § same dangers and in which they place 
0- their utmost confidence. The concep- 





tion behind the pagan amulet and the 
Roman Catholic Agnus Dei is the 







































































































a same. The Agnus Dei, although a sac- 
or § ‘amental of the Roman Church, by 
in. § Vittue of the Pope’s blessing is a super- 
vas | Stitious object copied from the pagans 
ost | of old. 
e2- To hold, as the Roman Church does, 
sed § that a piece of wax, the Agnus Dei, be- 
ing J comes a spiritual and animate object 
ota- f through the blessing of Pope, is to 
ants ¢ contradict one of the famous principles 
dei of St. Thomas Aquinas, who is tre- 
the § garded the greatest theologian of Ro- 
the & man Catholicism and who teaches that 
ood, § what is matter is matter, and what is 
ging Spirit, spirit; thus a material thing can 
yuse- § never become spiritual. Otherwise, the 
teep- phenomenon of a miracle would be ef- 
ulets } fected. If so, then the Pope is a miracle 
nev & worker. But, here too, the stand of the 
se. Pope would be contradicted by the 
Spi teaching of his own church which 
ehind § holds that the gift of the Charism—the 
Cath | Power to work miracles—passed out 
ology, of existence with the death of the last 





apostle. 

Nowhere in Scripture is there any 
mention of the Agnus Dei. Against 
such practices the injunctions of God 
must always be held in mind: “Ye 
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shall not add unto the Word which 1 
command you.” (Heb. 8:5) “What I 
command thee, that only do thou to 
the Lord: neither add anything, nor 
diminish.” (Deut. 12:30) “Observe 
and hear all things that I command 
thee.” (Deut. 12:28) 


Open Idolatry 

The Roman Church by permitting 
the use of the Agnus Dei fosters idol- 
atry. For Roman Catholics who have 
the Agnus Dei believe that it has an in- 
trinsic power to overcome all dangers 
and ills. If the Roman Catholic did not 
believe this, he would not have the 
Agnus Dei. 

Then why do they have their per- 
sons insured against accidents, and 
their property against floods, storms, 
earthquakes, etc.? To show how much 
faith Roman Catholics place in the 
Agnus Dei, they go to the extreme in 
having the Agnus Dei encased in price- 
less stones, gold, etc., so that they can 
preserve it and render to it idolatrous 
worship; they even paint them with 
gaudy colors; they brag among them- 
selves that their Agnus Dei is more 
powerful than others because it was 
received from the hands of either a 
Cardinal, Archbishop, or Bishop. Does 
not this practice hinder their worship ? 
Isn’t it true that what hinders them is 
idolatry? Then why does the Roman 
Catholic Church permit the custom of 
Agnus Dei, which distracts the atten- 
tion of the believer from what is in- 
ward and spiritual to external, mean- 
ingless, and powerless inanimate ob- 
jects ? 

The Roman Church usually replies 
to questions of this order in the follow- 
ing manner: What the Roman Church 
teaches and what Roman Catholics at 
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times believe are not one and the same. 
The theory of Roman Catholicism and 
the erroneous practice of Roman Cath- 
olics must never be confused: they are 
not one and the same thing. 

This is simply a juggling of words 
on Rome's part. For theory and prac- 
tice are both the product of some act 
of the intellectual processes. That is, 
the Roman Catholic by an act of. his 
will chooses to use the Agnus Dei be- 
cause his intellect judges that the thing 
is good inasmuch as the Roman Church 
distributes it, and teaches and sanc- 
tions its use as a means of averting 
danger to life and limb. If the Roman 
Church is solicitous in her desire to 
prevent her children from practicing 
idolatry, why does she not abolish this 
practice entirely? She does not simply 
because of the “‘filthy lucre’’ involved 
in the merchandising of the Agnus 
Dei. Is not the Roman Church guilty 
of serious sin by upholding the prac- 
tice of Agnus Dei? Is she not acting 
counter to one of the principles of her 
Moral Theology which states that a 
person or ‘ens moralis, such as the 
Church, sins mortally when he delib- 
erately puts himself in the approxi- 
mate occasion of sin? Thus, does she 
not sin mortally by approving the idol- 
atrous practice of Agnus Dei for Ro- 
man Catholics? Is she not therefore 
the principal cooperator in this sinful 
practice of idolatry? The Roman 
Church should heed St. Augustine who 
spoke these words against images and 
which too may well apply to the Ag- 
nus Dei: “Confounded be all they that 
serve graven images, that boast them- 
selves of idols. But some disputant, 
who thinks himself learned, comes 
forward and says, ‘I do not worship a 
stone, nor that image which is without 
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feeling; for it is not possible that your 
prophets should have known that they 
have eyes and see not, and I be ignor. 
ant that the image in question has no 
soul, and sees not with its eyes, nor 
hears with its ears. I do not worship 
that; but I bow before what I see, and 
serve him whom I do not see.’ Who is 
he? ‘Some invisible power,’ he replies, 
‘which presides over that image.’ By 
giving this sort of explanation of their 
images they think themselves very 
clever, as not worshippers of idols,” 

The true Christian believer prays 
to God in spirit and truth and not 
through an inanimate object as the 
Agnus Dei. He has no need of an Ag. 
nus Dei to mediate God for him, but 
has the living Christ, the one and only 
“mediator between God and man.” 
He does not seek to possses an Agnus 
Dei which is supposed to obtain indi- 
rectly the benefits and merits of the 
Passion and Death of Christ, because 
he has the Holy Spirit within him, 
Who through His personal agency ap. 
plies directly upon the soul of the 
Christian believer the merits of the 
redemption of Christ. When in trov- 
ble he need not go to an Agnus Dei, 
a lifeless object, but to Christ, the res 
urrected and living Saviour who said: 
“Come unto me all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." And once he petitions God to 
answer his prayer, he does not put his 
trust in an Agnus Dei, but places his 
complete confidence in the Divine 
Providence of God the Father who 
will respond to our every petition and 
satisfy our every need. 


*Enarr. in Ps.” XCVI. 11., St. Augns 


tine. 
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SENATORS AGAINST IT 


Sen. Tom. Connally, D., Tex., chait- 
man of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is ‘“opposed to any one be- 
ing nominated Ambassador to the Vat- 
ican.” 

Sen. Walter F. George, D., Ga., 
chairman of the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee told reporters: “I think the 
President was wise in withdrawing 
Clark and he ought not to send up 
another name.” 

























him, Sen. John J. Sparkman, D., Ala., 
y ap said he was not opposed ‘“‘to Gen. 
the § Clark but to the principle.” 

: the Sen. Charles W. Tobey, R., N. H., 
trou § called the President’s action “very for- 
Dei, § tuitous.”” “My guess,” he said, ‘‘is that 
eres § he never will send up another name.” 
said: Sen. Guy M. Gillette, D., Iowa, ex- 
t and § pressed “approval of the withdrawal.” 
e you Sen. Andrew Schoeppel, R., Ka., 
od 08 commented: “I was glad to see Clark’s 
ut his # nomination withdrawn. It would be a 
es his mark of wisdom on the part of the 
Divine § President, and to the best interests of 
t wh0f the country, if he made no appoint- 
on and ment over there.” 





Sen. Edward ]. Thye said: “I have 
given all phases of President Truman’s 
proposal careful consideration and 

















March, 1952 





Opposition to the Vatican 
Ambassador Continues 





study. I have concluded that sending 

an ambassador to the Vatican would 
be unwise and would not be in the 
national interest. I shall, therefore, 
oppose such an appointment if it 
comes before the Senate for action.” 

The Catholic Standard, official dio- 
cesan organ of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Washington, D. C., 
grudgingly admitted in its January 18 
issue of 1952, that the protest mail 
concerning the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations with the Vatican has 
broken all standing records. 

“It is a fact,” noted the Catholic 
Standard, “that the protest mail is ar- 
riving in great volume. A sample 
check of Senatorial offices by the Stan- 
dard shows the following: 

“Senator Edward Martin of Penn- 
sylvania has received somewhere be- 
tween 30,000 and 50,000 messages of 
all kinds. Of these, only about 200 
favor the nomination. 

“Senator James H. Duff of Penn- 
sylvania can top this. He has received 
more than 80,000 letters, cards, wires, 
and calls. About 200 advocate the am- 
bassadorship. 

“Senator William Knowland of Cal- 
ifornia has received about 5,000 let- 
ters. Of these, ten are pro-nomination. 

“Senator Karl Mundt of South Da- 
kota has received about 2,250 letters. 
Exactly one favors the nomination. 
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“Senator (John) Marshall Butler of 
Maryland has received about 5,000 
letters on the subject. Only a handful 
favor the nomination. 

“At the White House, a spokesman 
told the Standard that 80,000 letters, 
post cards, etc., had been received on 
the nomination. The proportion was 
roughly 12 to 1 in opposition. This is 
the largest mail response at the White 
House on a single subject since the 
MacArthur dismissal.” 


Protestants Will Continue The Fight 

At a regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the Glendale, Califor- 
nia, Council of Protestant Churches, 
it was unanimously voted to forward 
the following statement to the Presi- 
dent: 


“Historically America has thrived on 
the tradition that church and state are 
kept separate. We believe that in the 
best interest of the future history of 
America we must maintain that phil- 


osophy. To appoint a representative 
to the Vatican would be to renounce 
this important principle. 

“We join our voice to that of Amer- 
ican Protestantism in expressing our 
disapproval of this proposed appoint- 
ment, and we trust that in your official 
capacity, you will do what you can to 
prevent it when Congress reconvenes.”’ 


Protestants And Jews 

As reported in the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch of Jan. 13, two Protestant 
pastors, Rev. Dr. Albea Godbold of 
St. John Methodist Church and Rev. 
Leon R. Robinson of the Second Bap- 
tist Church, and Rabbi Ferdinand M. 
Isserman of Temple Israel, went on 
record at an inter-faith dinner as op- 
posing the sending of an American 
Ambassador to the Vatican. 
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Dr. Godbold said he was opposed 
to sending an ambassador to the Vati- 
can “‘because the Vatican is not a state, 
but the headquarters of the Catholic 
Church. The argument that it would 
be the best way to oppose Communism 
doesn't hold water.” 


National Church Bodies 

The Council of Methodist Bishops 
at their mid-year meeting held in At- 
lantic City on Jan. 14, 1952 said: 

“We are determined to defend 
American religious and civil liberties 
against all attacks from all quarters. 
We shall resist all attempts of the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy to breach the 
wall that separates church and state, 
to gain special privilege, and to secure 
public funds for the support of sec- 
tarian institutions. 

“We are unalterably opposed to the 
appointment of any one, at any time, 
or from any place as an Ambassador 
from the United States to the Vatican. 
This is an issue of principle, not of 
persons. It is but to compound the 
blunder to name a substitute for Gen. 
Clark. We trust the Pope and the Pres- 
ident will understand that Americans 
want religious liberty for all and spe- 
cial privilege for none. We refuse to 
compromise American convictions in 
order to appease a Roman hierarchy.” 

The National Lutheran Council tel- 
agraphed to the President from Atlan- 
tic City on Feb. 1, the following: 
‘“... in the name of the age-old Amer- 
ican principles of equal dealings with 
all churches and also of the separation 
of church and state . . . We plead 
with you not to compel us to resist 
such a move with all our vigor for 
reasons of conscience and in defense 
of our American heritage.” 
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The telegram noted that the coun- 
cil was comprised of representatives 
of 4,000,000 loyal Americans of the 
Lutheran Church. 

A protest pilgrimage to Washington 
by more than 500 Protestant clergy- 
men was sponsored by the American 
Council of Christian Churches. Streets 
near the Washington Hotel headquar- 
ters of the pilgrims were sprinkled 
with clergymen wearing large disks 







































reading, “We oppose a Vatican Am- 

d bassador’’ and “Keep church and state 
. separate.” 

" The council is composed of four- 
. teen denominations. Among them are 
" the General Association of Regular 
. Baptist Churches and the Bible Pres- 
” byterian Church. 

" The National Council of Churches 
h of Christ in the U. S. A. claiming to 

, represent 31,000,000 Protestant church 
% members, summed up the Protestants’ 
7 general attitude. 

of Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Coun- 
the @ «il president said: “We are opposed 
en, | to the appointment of an ambassador 
res | on sincere principle and will continue 
ans | t be so, whoever may be appointed. 
pe: “It has caused religious controversy 
>to § ata time when national unity is need- 
; in § éd, and if pressed, will do so increas- 
hy.” — ingly. The happiest solution would be 
tel: § tohear no more about this unwise pro- 
lan- J Posal.” 
ing: 
met- Spellman’s False Hopes 
with According to the N. Y. Herald Tri- 
ition § Pune of Jan. 16, Francis Cardinal 
lead § Spellman, Archbishop of New York, 
resist | ‘Steported from Rome as saying: “Ex- 
¢ for § pressing my personal opinion, I think 
fense § it is both appropriate and necessary 


that my country should have a repre- 
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sentative at the Vatican where forty 
nations are already represented.” 

He said he believed Protestant op- 
position in the United States to send- 
ing a diplomat to the Vatican was not 
so extensive as some Protestant lead- 
ers say. 

The Cardinal said, in discussing the 
appointment of an American Ambas- 
sador to the Vatican, that he was “‘sur- 
prised by the opposition of certain 
Senators with a reputation of high in- 
telligence, esteem and understanding.” 

He said he was surprised also that 
“certain groups of Jews object, basing 
their objection on the tradition of sep- 
aration of church and state. There 
were no Catholic oppositions to the 
appointment of a United States Am- 
bassador to Israel.” 

The Cardinal said he felt it was 
“unfortunate” that the Rome office of 
the President's personal envoy to the 
Vatican was closed after Myron C. 
Taylor left the post in January, 1950. 


Will The President Yield? 

In the meantime, commentator and 
news analyst David Lawrence reports 
in the N. Y. Herald Tribune of Jan. 
15, 1952, that “President Truman 
plans to send a personal representa- 
tive to the Vatican with exactly the 
same informal status that Myron C. 
Taylor had when he was sent there 






FORM OF BEQUEST 


I hereby give and bequeath to Christ’s 
Mission, Inc., a corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State 
of New York, the sum of................0000005 


dollars, to be paid out of any real or per- 
sonal estate owned by me at my decease. 

















as ‘personal representative’ by the late 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

“A prominent Catholic has been 
chosen for the post. What hasn't been 
decided is whether a nomination shall 
be sent to the Senate for the position 
of ambassador and then, if it is re- 
jected, send the same envoy as a ‘per- 
sonal representative’ or whether to 
abandon now the idea of naming an 
ambassador, and send at once to Rome 
the ‘personal representative.’ 

“Shortly after naming Gen. Clark 
and notwithstanding the controversy 
it stirred up, Mr. Truman, in letters 
written to friends, said he had prom- 
ised the Pope that he would send a 
representative and he intended to 
abide by that promise. The President 
used the word ‘representative’ in his 
writing rather than either ‘ambassa- 
dor’ or ‘minister.’ The President is re- 
ported to have made a pledge or com- 
mitment that he would not send an 
ambassador to the Vatican as was be- 
ing recommended to him by Rep. Mc- 
Cormack of Massachusetts, Democra- 
tic leader of the House. 

“As for the ‘personal representative’ 
method of carrying on informal rela- 
tions with the Vatican or any group 
or religious headquarters here or 
abroad, that’s something any President 
can do without the need for Congres- 
sional action of any kind.” 


Political Strategy? 

Campaigning in the State of New 
Hampshire for the Democratic presi- 
dential nomination, Sen. Estes Kefau- 


Coming in April... 


ver said that he favored sending a per- 
sonal envoy to the Vatican instead of 
a full-fledged Ambassador. 


Keep Protesting 

Congressional mail is heavily laden 
with letters, the most of which are 
antagonistic to the appointment. Mr. 
Truman, as most people know, is not 
lacking in determination and courage. 
On the other hand the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the Senate 
as a body represent two formidable 
hurdles which it will not be easy for 
any candidate to pass. 

Members of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee are the following: 
Tom Connally (D-Texas), Walter 
George (D-Georgia) , Theodore Green 
(D-Rhode Island), Brian McMahon 
(D-Connecticut), J. William Ful- 
bright (D-Arkansas), John J. Spark- 
man (D-Alabama), Guy Gillette (D- 
Iowa), Alexander Wiley (R-Wiscon- 
sin), H. Alexander Smith (R-New 
Jersey), Bourke Hickenlooper (R- 
Iowa), Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. (R- 
Massachusetts), Charles W. Tobey 
(R-New Hampshire), Owen Brew- 
ster (R-Maine). Yes, our people can 
write these gentlemen simply by ad- 
dressing their letters to them to: “Sen- 
ate Office Building, Washington 25, 
D. C.” While one letter more or less 
in some Senator’s mail may apparent- 
ly mean little, still, as Pastor Robert 
Van Deusen of the National Lutheran 
Council, points out, “The strength of 
popular sentiment may be a crucial 
factor in the committee’s decision.” 


Arbiter of Human Conscience 
The Moral Theology of St. Alphonsus Liguori 
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CAN A TRUE CATHOLIC BE 
A LOYAL AMERICAN? 


By W. M. MonTANo 


AAAPAAAACA 





MERICAN CATHOLICS are found with a serious problem. One cannot be 
a true Catholic and loyal American at the same time. Allegiance to the 


Vatican is betrayal of the American Constitution. Loyalty to the established 
democratic government is repudiation of the undemocratic totalitarian system 
of Roman Catholicism. In this respect Roman Catholic doctrine is diametrically 
opposed to the American principle. The Canon Law of the Roman Catholic 
Church, which is the body of its constitution, is not only incompatible but in 
open conflict with the Constitution of America. The bulls, encyclicals and pro- 
clamations of the Popes and Cardinals are the antithesis of the American con- 


cept of our basic freedoms. 


The impasse in this sore dilemma 
can be solved only by surrendering 
the allegiance to one power or the 
other. Unless the entire structure of 
the Roman Catholic Church suffers a 
radical change, the alternative for the 
Roman clergy or laity is America or 
Rome. Allegiance to Rome is disloyal- 
ty to America: Allegiance to America 
is disavowal of Vatican claims. 


Democracy Condemned 


There is no need to elaborate on 
the fact that the Roman Catholic 
Church is the perennial enemy of dem- 
ocracy. Roman Catholic publications 
are full of their own writings in this 
matter. Under the title ‘““The Pope 
Who Purged Democracy,” a Roman 
Catholic commentator writes in the 
Apostle magazine: “History points un- 
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mistakably to the fact that political 
democracy, in the forms in which it 
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has hitherto been known, flourished 
best where some of the people, but 
not all the people, were free and 
equal. Pius X, referring to the propos- 
als of the ‘Sillon’ for a classless so- 
ciety, remarked: ‘Our predecessor of 
happy memory (Leo XIII) has recall- 
ed those principles in masterly pages 
which Catholics occupied with social 
questions ought study and keep always 
before their eyes.’ The letter recalls 
that Leo XIII stigmatized ‘a species 
of Democracy which has reached such 
a degree of perversity as to attribute 
to the people sovereign power in so- 
ciety, and to aim at the suppression 
and levelling of classes.’ 

“The ‘Sillon’ gave great impetus to 
the modern: heresy that authority re- 
sides primordially in the people, from 
whom it is communicated to rulers in 
such a way that it continues to reside 
in the people. Quite a large number of 
well-meaning Catholics accept this no- 
tion without question. Pope Pius’ let- 
ter serves as a permanent corrective to 
Catholics on this point. It recalls that 
Leo XIII formally condemned that 
doctrine in his Encyclical Diuturnum 
illud, on Political Power, in which he 
said: ‘Moderns in great numbers fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of those who 
in the last century styled themselves 
philosophers, maintain that all power 
comes from the people, that therefore 
those who exercise power in the State 
do not exercise that authority as their 
own but as delegated to them by the 
people, and on condition that it may 
be revoked by the will of the people 
from whom they hold it. Quite the 
contrary is the opinion of Catholics 
who hold that the right to command 
comes from God as from its natural 
and necessary Source.’ ”’ 
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In reference to the way of life in 
the United States, a Roman Catholic 
paper, The Register, of Denver, Colo- 
rado, in its edition of Nov. 8, 1942, 
presents this question: Why does not 
the Church follow a democratic form 
of government? The answer is given 
by the same paper: “‘So far as the gov- 
ernment of the Church is concerned, 
it is not an acceptable form . . . The 
rule in this society was to be monar- 
chical, not democratic.’’ But the im- 
pertinent arrogance of certain Roman 
Catholic interpreters of their Church 
goes even farther and in its insolence 
accuses democracy of being the breed- 
er of dishonesty and graft. In an arti- 
cle, Father Francis J. Connell, inter- 
preter of Roman Catholic moral law, 
writes the following: “. . . Democra- 
cy offers more opportunities and great- 
er incentive to dishonest practices on 
the part of office holders than any 
other form of government. At any 
rate, in the United States, during the 
century and a half of its existence as 
an organized democracy, there has 
been an appalling amount of political 
corruption.” 


Then it goes on to say: “It is be 
coming increasingly evident that logi- 
cal and unchangeable norms of right 
and wrong are found only in the Cath- 
olic Church. Accordingly, it is only 
from the bishops and priests of the 
Catholic Church that our public serv- 
ants can expect clear and consistent 
guidance and admonition regarding 
their official duties . . . Today, the 
Catholic Church is the only institution 
in our land that is able to influence the 
lives of men toward virtue to any 
notable extent.’”* 


1The American Ecclesiastical Review, 
January, 1945. 
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Yet, apart from the question of 
democracy, we find in the same mag- 
azine of February, 1947, written by 
the same priest author, a statement 
which should be sufficient proof of 
just how the Roman Catholic Church 
functions in practice as ‘the only in- 
stitution to influence lives toward vir- 
tue. Father Connell declares: ‘The in- 
tention of stealing small amounts 
which would not coalesce either physi- 
cally or morally would not be a mor- 
tal sin, even though eventually a large 
amount would have been stolen. . . 
If from the beginning one has the in- 
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 § tention of stealing grave matter, but 
i; § through small thefts which are sepa- 
t- | rated by a great interval and the things 
v, | which are stolen are consumed, he 
a- — does not sin gravely.” This being the 
t- | principle of the Roman Church doc- 
nn § trine, how do they expect to produce 
y § virtue? No wonder that most of those 
iy | whose conscience toward righteous- 
ne fF ness is dormant find that to be a Cath- 
as § olicis very profitable. Thus the Roman 
as — Church becomes a heaven for the rack- 
al § eteers and the extortionists. And Rome 
has the nerve to accuse democracy of 
ye- | corrupting people’s morals! 
gi- The Roman hierarchy presents the 
tht J argument that in view of its ecclesias- 
th- § tical and universal character, the Ro- 
nly § man Catholic Church must have rep- 
the § resentatives and ambassadors in for- 
tv- — eign countries. But Rome is not just 
ent § an ecclesiastical organization. In the 
ing } words of the defender of Catholicism, 
the § Hilaire Belloc, it is “first, a supreme 
ion § authority superior to any claims of the 
the § state,”* and “built upon a monarchical, 
any 






not a democratic pattern.’”* 











*Century Magazine, April, 1924. 
Catholicism and the American Mind, 
Winifred Ernest Garrison, p. 38. 
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It would be absurd even to think 
that Communism, Fascism, Falangism 
or Nazism ought to be permitted to 
establish headquarters in America and 
organize a body of selected propa- 
gandists to disseminate and preach 
their ideology. The laws are very spe- 
cific in this matter and any attempt to 
destroy the Constitution is a crime. By 
what token should the Roman Catho- 
lic Church exercise this power and 
medium to infiltrate itself into the 
American mind? If it were nothing 
but a religious organization, free from 
any claims to temporal and political 
power, the problem would immediate- 
ly be solved. But it is with its political 
power that we deal. In that capacity 
the Roman Catholic Church is a for- 
eign power, as inimical to our democ- 
racy as the Kremlin and the other 
despotic ideologies. The interpreters of 
the Roman Canon Law and exponents 
of its aims are telling us all the time 
that the “temporal power is not a 
part of the institution of Christ. It 
was an acquisition which the popes 
thought, whether wisely or unwisely, 
would facilitate their government of 
the Church.””* 


This definite demarcation of eccle- 
siastical and temporal power gives the 
Roman Catholic Church a dual juridi- 
cal personality. While as an ecclesias- 
tical institution—and only as such— 
it has the right to function, politically 
it falls into the same category as any 
foreign power. In the light of previ- 
ous considerations, the argument: 
“Americans (Catholics) are certainly 
not subject to the temporal power of 





*The Republic and the Church, Rev. John 
A. McClorey, S.J., p. 152. 
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the Pope’ is in complete contradic- 
tion to the Canon Law and the mind 
of the Popes. The courageous Catho- 
lic priest who dared to reveal this 
truth to the public and later wrote his 
Letters To His Holiness Pope Pius X, 
was condemned by the Church. In any 
case he came to the conclusion that 
if he remained a Roman Catholic 
priest he would have to cease being an 
American citizen: if he wanted to be 
loyal to his country he would have to 
annul his allegiance to the Vatican. 

“Who I am is of the smallest con- 
sequence,” the priest said. ‘‘Suffice it 
to say that I am an American, penetrat- 
ed to the heart with the love and the 
traditions of my country; that as an 
American I cannot tolerate bondage, 
and must detest whatever man or in- 
stitution endeavors to check the ever- 
growing, ever-rising personality of 
man in his aspirations for larger free- 
dom and more perfect truth; that fur- 
thermore, I have been drilled and dis- 
ciplined in the Roman system from my 
youth; that for years I could see no dis- 
tinction between Romanism and Cath- 
olicism; but that now after long study 
and reflection, in the course of which 
I have tried to follow the highest ideal 
of Truth which God has permitted me 
to see, I have come to the conclusion 
that a Papal power capable in this 
twentieth century of such infamies is 
irreconcilable with civilization and is 
destructive of the religion of Jesus 
Christ.” 


Conflicting Oaths 

The oath of allegiance necessarily 
involves the obligation to uphold the 
government and defend its principles, 


*The Republic and tae Church, Rev. John 
A. McClorey, S.J., p. 153. 
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and to support and recognize the Con- 
stitution of the United States as the 
fundamental law; and the oath in this 
form is taken by every naturalized per. 
son. The following principles of gov. 
ernment are permanently fixed: the 
separation of church and state, the 
Church being subordinate to the State 
and required to obey its laws; the rec- 
ognition that the people are the source 
of all laws and political authority; the 
invalidation of any law causing the 
establishment of religion, or interfer. 
ing with the free exercise thereof; and 
the freedom of the press and speech. 
How does the Roman Church regard 
these provisions? Through its theolog. 
ical books, Encyclicals of Popes, and 
through the mouths of its Popes such 
as Gregory VII, Boniface VIII, Pius 
IX, Leo XIII, it has declared that the 
divine law requires the church and 
state to be united, and the State to be 
subordinated to the Church, being te. 
quired to obey its orders as the only 


mode of obeying God; that the people 
are incapable of self-government, and 
the Church must specify what the 
shall and what they shall not obey; 
that the law of God commands an 
“establishment of religion’ with the 
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Pope at the head, with sufficient power 
and authority to govern the world; 
that Christ founded the Roman Church 
upon the Apostle Peter, thus making 
every other form of religious belief 
heretical and sinful; and, therefore, 
that the ‘free exercise of religious be- 
lief is violative of the divine law; and 
that the freedom of speech and of the 
ress are in opposition to the welfare 
of the Church,” and tend to irreligion 
and infidelity by giving license to free 
discussion and to the formation of re- 
ligious faith through individual reason 
and judgment, and by fostering those 
conditions which will induce people to 
revolution, which is against the law of 
God, because it is a violation of the 
“divine right of kings.”’ Receiving the 
foregoing provisions of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in the light 
of papal teachings, the Roman Church 
must, of necessity, consider each one 
of them as opposed to the divine law, 
the welfare of the Church, the teach- 
ings of the Fathers, such is the mode 
of its logical reasoning. However, the 
Constitution of the United States is not 
binding upon the conscience of anyone 
who believes in the doctrines of the 
Roman Church which are established 
by the Papacy. Thus, also, an oath to 
support these principles of the Consti- 
tution is perjury, and no oath at all 
because it enjoins disobedience to the 
divine law. Hence, again, our natural- 
zation oath is not binding upon the 
supporter of the papacy, because it ob- 
ligates him to support principles which 
are opposed to the teachings of the 
Pope and the Roman Church; and 
which he is commanded to resist as 
the only way of obtaining favor from 
God. Furthermore, not only the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, but even 
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those national laws which the Pope 
shall declare to be in opposition to the 
canon law and the welfare of the 
Church must be resisted by the Roman 
Catholics, thus making all constitu- 
tions, governments, laws, churches, 
and other human institutions depend- 
ent entirely upon the will of one man 
—the Pope! 


Control Of Thought 

On the twenty-fifth of August, 1910, 
appeared the Papal Encyclical, ‘Notre 
charge apostolique,’ suppressing the 
Catholic society, /e Sillon, established 
in France to spread fraternal democra- 
cy and to advocate the amicable unit- 
ing of all men of good will for the dis- 
cussion of economic problems and the 
duties of conscientious citizenship with 
regard to them. The Pope condemns it 
for the following reasons: It cultivat- 
ed too great and too independent an 
initiative among the laity; it brought 
together Catholics and non-Catholics 
in too friendly an intercourse; it sought 
to break down the barriers of class dis- 
tinction; and it dreamed of a future 
society nobler and kinder than we have 
now because based on brotherhood 
and philanthropy. 

In condemnation of all this, the 
Pope declared that even in works of 
social helpfulness, Roman Catholics 
must be subservient to the guidance of 
their bishops; that it is wrong for Ro- 
man Catholics to mingle with non- 
Catholics in free discussion; and that 
there can be no worthy civilization not 
wholly controlled by the Church. In 
one word, the encyclical pleads for a 
theocracy which demands automatism 
from the laity, the supremacy of cler- 
icalism, and a deepening of those divi- 
sions among men which have been 
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created by the spirit of privilege and 
the spirit of sect. 

Under the solemn sanction of an 
oath, all the Roman Catholic priests of 
the world have been driven to declare 
that now and to the end of their lives, 
they do not and will not hold those 
conclusions respecting Christian orig- 
ins and dogmatic development which 
the world’s independent students are 
practically unanimous in maintaining. 

According to a “Motu proprio,” 
dated the twenty-ninth of June, 1910, 
all candidates for the degree of Doc- 
tor of Sacred Scripture must solemnly 
swear that the decrees issued by the 
Roman See, and the decisions already 
announced and in future to be an- 
nounced shall be their “supreme rule 
and guide and that they shall never 
depart from them in teaching, in 
speech or in writing.” 

Under date of September first, 1910, 
appeared the Papal rescript “Sacrorum 
Antistitum” which orders that the nat- 
ural sciences shall be but little studied 
in seminaries; repeats the command 
for the expulsion of all Catholic teach- 
ers who are in any degree “modo quo- 
piam”’ infected with liberal ideas, de- 
claring that bishops cannot be too ur- 
gent and severe in this species of tyr- 
anny — “hoc in negotio nimia num- 
quam evrit animadversio et constantia;” 
again insists upon the exclusion from 
seminaries of all liberal writings even 
if of Catholic authorship; puts it upon 
the conscience of bishops to see that 
Catholic booksellers shall not be ven- 
dors of liberal books; gives warning 
that meetings and congresses of priests 
shall be held but rarely if at all, and 
when held shall be vigilantly watched; 
and concludes by imposing on the 
priests of the world the famous oath to 
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adhere with all their heart to every 
declaration and condemnation of the 
Pope's Syllabus. 


The End Of Freedom 

Concerning liberty of conscience, 
the Popes, in these latter years, have 
fairly startled the world by the manner 
in which they have shown their hos. 
tility to it. They vehemently encour. 
aged and supported enactment of laws 
against freedom and common decenq 
to the extent of not even permitting 
non-Catholic churches in various coun- 
tries to post notices of services, and to 
bear the customary outward signs of a 
house of worship. The Pope's bless- 
ings still rest upon authors who advo- 
cate the killing of heretics. Through 
his secretary of Latin briefs a Pope ad- 
dressed to the monk Lepicier, author 
of “De Stabilitate et Progressu Dog. 
matis,” a commendatory letter which 
says: “By this work you have given 
great gratification to the Sovereign 
Pontiff . .. Wherefore, the Holy Fath 
er congratulates you heartily, and 
praying that the book may be of great 
profit to many, lovingly bestows upon 
you the apostolic benediction.” 

This book, which in this twentieth 
century has rejoiced the heart of Pius 
X, declares (p. 194) that public here 
tics deserve not merely to be excom 
municated, but to be killed (‘sed etiam 
dignos esse qui per mortem e vit 
auferantur’); that the power to mur 
der heretics belongs both to the state 
and the church (p. 195); that the 
Church has the power of putting to 
death even repentant heretics (p. 199); 
that we should not shrink from utter 
ing this teaching out of regard for the 
sentiment of the modern age (p. 201); 

(Continued on page 95) 
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President Truman Admits the Existence of 
Religious Intolerance in Spain 


Ms TRUMAN, at his news conference on February 7, said he had never 
been fond of the Franco regime in Spain. On the following day, Ambas- 
sador Stanton Griffis enlarged on the President’s remarks. 

Mr. Griffis, who is retiring as Ambassador to Spain, gave Washington re- 
porters a statement after conferring with the President. He said he believed the 
President’s dislike for the Franco government was “‘Jargely based on the in- 
tolerable delays of the Spanish government in carrying out effectively its prom- 
ises that there should be freedom of religion and its expression in Spain.” 

According to the Associated Press report of Feb. 11, the Spanish Foreign Min- 
istry denied there is absence of religious freedom in Spain, and said it regretted 















































ess- § the President’s attitude toward Spain, and rejected “what in Mr. Truman’s 
vo § words might be interpreted as an attempt of a foreign government to interfere 
ugh § in the private affairs of Spain.” 

ad-§ The Foreign Ministry spokesman emphasized that out of 20,000,000 Span- 
hor § iards only 20,000 are Protestants, and half of them are foreigners. These Prot- 
og. estants, he added, have “barely 200 chapels where they exercise their worship.” 





The spokesman said nobody will be molested in Spain for the private exercise 
of his religious beliefs, and added that Protestants in Spain can be married in 
accordance with their religion and have their own cemeteries. 

However, he quoted from the Spanish “Bill of Rights,” which states that 
Catholicism is the state religion and that “no other ceremonies or external mani- 
festations than those of the Catholic religion will be permitted.” 

The Spanish government thus admits that Protestantism in Spain is outlawed 
or reduced to underground status. When the Foreign Ministry says that the gov- 
ernment allows Protestants to exercise their religion privately, they mean that 
Protestant churches cannot be open to the public nor use any means of propa- 
gating their faith. 
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Statements and documentary infor- they do meet, it is at the risk of im- 
mation prepared by Pro Hispania and prisonment or fine or both. 
the leading Evangelicals of Spain list 2. Edycation. Opportunity for Protes- 
the following fields where the modern tant education is unbelievably limited. 
inquisition of Spain has its hands. Schools established by the Fliedner 
|. No freedom to worship. There are family in 1870, which once had 850 











199); § 4number of Protestant places of wor- pupils, are now closed. Public schools 
utter § ship that cannot be opened because the are staffed by Roman Catholic teach- 
or the authorities will not give permission. In ers, and Protestant children attending 
201); § many of these places the believers are must take the prescribed courses in the 





not even allowed to meet privately. If Roman Catholic religion. A visitor at- 
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tended fifteen Protestant services, only 
two of which were not protected by a 
police guard, and an aged minister is 
reported as saying: ““We know no se- 
curity or peace. We hope and pray and 
work from day to day, uncertain of the 
morrow.” Property owners are afraid 
to let buildings to Protestants. 


This creates a serious problem for 
Evangelical parents. They either have 
to teach their children themselves, 
which in most cases is not possible, or 
send them to the State school where 
they must study the Roman Catholic 
catechism and worship the image of 
the Virgin. 

In this connection it should be noted 
that all education in Spain is under the 
control of the Roman Catholic Church. 
In the recent Apologetics Congress in 
Vich, General Franco stated: 

... We have taken the religious prin- 
ciple as the basis for all individual and 
national culture . . . we have endeavored 
to make our laws improve the cultural 


training and formation of our people in 
all the kinds and grades of education in 


our country . . . the cultural value of 
religion in Spain to-day has a place and 
an action in education side by side with 
all the specialties of human knowledge, 
from high scientific research to Universi- 
ties, Institutes, and schools of all grades 
and kinds... 

A student of medicine, law, or engi- 
neering, has to study the Roman Cath- 
olic religion as well, and it is almost 
impossible for a known Protestant to 
pass his examinations. As can be imag- 
ined, this is a serious handicap for 
Protestant youth. All Protestant school 
teachers, unless they deny their faith, 
have had to give up their calling, and 
seek some other means of livelihood. 
This also applies to the secondary 
schools. Theological schools of other 
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faiths are not legal though in two 
cities attempts are being made to train 
Evangelical students for pastoral work. 
So far the authorities have turned a 
blind eye on these activities. 
3. Literature. It is forbidden to print, 
import, or circulate copies of the Scrip. 
tures without Roman Catholic notes, 
This has practically put a stop to the § 
Bible Societies’ work and their colpor- 
teurs have had to be dismissed. Some 
private distribution is going on and 
has not been seriously interfered with, 
This means that there is a dearth of 
the Word of God as the Roman Cath 
olic versions are scarce and expensive, 
All Evangelical magazines are for. 
bidden, though a number are pub 
lished clandestinely and, except in one 
case, have not been stopped. No Evan- 
gelical tracts, pamphlets or books may 
be published or circulated, as every 
publication needs the imprimatur of 
the Church which cannot be obtained 
for Evangelical literature. 


4. Marriage. The Ministry of Justice, 
in an explanatory letter to an interest. 
ed party, wrote as follows: 

The Director-General informs you 
that, in accordance with the decree of the 
Minister of Justice on the 10th of March, 
1941, no civil marriage in Spain can take 
place if either of the parties has been 
baptized in the Roman Catholic religion. 
The fact of belonging to another religion 
at all, does not exempt the party who ha 
received Catholic Baptism, since this 
Sacrament of Baptism cannot be effaced. 


Even in the rare cases where both 
parties have not been baptized in the 
Roman Catholic Church, many diff 
culties are often placed in the way. 
One condition for marriage by a priest 
is to renounce publicly the Protestant 
religion. In one case, the bridegroom 
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was forced to go from door to door in 
the village announcing his affiliation 















































kf with the Roman Catholic Church. This 
a— raises a serious problem for our young 
people. Either they must renounce 
nt, § their faith, which very few are pre- 
ip- § pared to do, or they must give up the 
es. § idea of marriage or be married with 
he § an Evangelical service only. This, of 
or: § course, is not legal and the children 
me § are regarded as illegitimate and lose 
ind ® their allowances and insurance, and 
ith. § possibly attendance at school. The 
of § husband can usually only obtain a 
ith- § bachelor’s wage. 
ve. § 5. Modern Inquisition. Conscripts in 
for. the army or navy are forced to attend 
ub § +Mass and worship the Host. A young 
one § soldier of the Marines, José Morado, 
yan-§ died as a result of ill-treatment re- 
may § ceived when he was imprisoned for re- 
very § fusing to worship the Host. Isidor Ro- 
- of B cabert, of Sabadell, was sentenced to 
ined § ten months’ imprisonment for the 
same crime. 
tice, In civil life it is the same. Patricio 
test § Ponciano, of Badajoz, was badly treat- 
ed and fined heavily for refusing to 
yu § worship the Host in procession. Cus- 
f the # todio Apolo returned from the United 
atch, F States to his village, Hornachos, after 
. take : ; : 
been | Deing assured by the Spanish Consul in 
gion. ) New York that the Bill of Rights guar- 
iigion § anteed that he would not be molested 
0 has § On account of his Protestant convic- 
this B tions. Soon after arrival he began to 
faced. speak to some of the neighbors about 
both § his religious experiences, and he was 
n the § expelled from the village. In Gabor, a 
dif § woman was imprisoned for twenty-five 
way. | days because she had conversed on 
priest § teligious subjects with some of her 
estant § neighbors. It is almost impossible for 
room § 4 Protestant to obtain a post under the 
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State or under State-controlled organ- 
izations. Qualified Protestant nurses 
have been dismissed from hospitals 
just because they were Protestants. 


Leaflets were left behind on the oc- 
casion of the Madrid attack, one of 
which begins thus: 


“The robbers of our faith have come 
down over Spain like a flock of crows. 
Protestant pastors of the most ridicu- 
lous sects declare that ‘the times are 
propitious’ for sowing heresy in our 
fatherland. Supported by the strength 
of the dollar and the pound, they have 
the purpose of ‘converting’ us as if we 
were an Indian tribe. The Government 
authorizes the building of new chapels 
on the basis of Article Six of the Bill of 
Rights. We young men deny all valid- 
ity and legality to that interpretation 
of the law and if necessary to the law 
itself. By all the means in our power 
we are determined to prevent the ad- 
vance of heresy one single step further 
in a spiritual conquest of our stand for 
truth, which is Catholic, Apostolic, and 
Roman. We .. . shall not limit our- 
selves to talking. Let this be clearly 
understood. Because the Holy Inquisi- 
tion, guardian by divine command of 
the unity of Spain and of the true 
Faith, did not limit itself to words. 

“The Roman Catholic attitude to the 
religious minority in Spain is set out 
in detail in an article by Padre F. Ca- 
valli, S.J., under the title of ‘The Con- 
ditions of Protestants in Spain: 


***The Catholic Church, convinced by 
her divine prerogatives that she is the 
only true Church, must claim for her- 
self alone the right to liberty, because 
this right belongs only to truth and 
never to error. 


*““*As regards the remaining religions, 
she will not grasp the sword, but will 
demand with legitimate means worthy 
of human personality that they shall 
not be permitted to spread false doc- 
trines. Consequently, in a state where 
the majority are Catholic, the Church 
will demand that legal existence shall 
not be conceded to error, and if min- 
orities of a different religion exist, they 
should only be granted a de facto ex- 
istence without the possibility of 
spreading their beliefs ...’” 


STEPINAC’S RELEASE 


A Step Toward Vatican-Y ugoslav Concordat? 


ORMER Archbishop of Yugoslavia, Aloysius Step- 

|! inac was released last December 5 after serving only 
five years of a 16-year sentence imposed after a trial 
in which he was found guilty of war-time collabora- 
tion with the Nazis and with the quisling regime of 
the German puppet Ante Pavelic in Croatia. 


“I cannot complain against anyone,” 
Stepinac said of his treatment in pris- 
on, where he had a special room as a 
chapel, was relieved of all hard work, 
received visitors, including many Cath- 
olic priests, and was supplied prompt- 
ly with all books he requested. “I am 
satisfied, and I shall perform my du- 
ties as a priest at Krasic to my death.” 

“Only in some quarters of the Cath- 
olic hierarchy, and in certain sections 
of the Catholic press in America, was 
there a refusal to accept this act of 
clemency,” said the Yugoslav Review 
of January, 1952, “in the spirit in 
which it was made.” “Archbishop Step- 
inac is innocent,’’ declared Archbishop 
Francis P. Keough of Baltimore. ‘He 
is the victim of gross injustice.” The 
Florida Catholic, a publication, went 
so far as to accuse U.S. Ambassador to 
Yugoslavia, George V. Allen, as hav- 
ing “become the Voice of Titoist Yu- 
goslavia” because the Ambassador 
sought to give the Yugoslav view on 
Stepinac, as background information, 
to visitors interested in the case. 

And the Catholic publication, Amer- 
ica, attacked Ernie Hill, correspondent 
of the Chicago Daily News, for hav- 
ing written for that newspaper from 
Belgrade on December 6th that he 
found that even good Catholics in Yu- 
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goslavia “take a dim view of Stepinac 
because of his alleged collaboration 
with the Nazis during the war and his 
failure to intervene in the persecution 
of the Jews.” 

The Yugoslav government states 
that “evidence presented at Stepinac’s 
trial in Zagreb, September, 1946 
showed how he rushed to congratulate 
the traitor Ante Pavelic on April 13th, 
1941, immediately after the latter's 
illegal arrival from Italy (at this time 
the Yugoslav Royal Army was still 
fighting the Axis) ; how he openly wel- 
comed the establishment of Pavelic’s 
Nazi-installed regime, after the Royal 
Army collapsed under the German at- 
tack; how he called upon the clergy 
and all good Catholics to support the 
quisling government, as in his April 
28th Pastoral Letter; how he used his 
own pulpit in the Cathedral of Zagreb 
to support the new Ustashi state; how 
he served as apostolic vicar of Pavelic’s 
army, which was fighting the allies 
following the Croatian Sabor’s (Diet) 
prompt declaration of war on the 
United States. The official policy of the 
Pavelic government toward the mil 
lion Serbs then living in Croatia was 
to exterminate one-third of them, to 
drive out one-third, and to forcibly 
convert the remaining third to Roma 
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Catholicism. The Archbishop, who 
never once acted against the brutal 
measures taken, was awarded the Or- 
der of Merit by Pavelic for his active 
support of the government.” 

Marshal Tito, expressing his desire 
for better relations with the Vatican in 
an interview with foreign correspond- 
ents on October 31st, said: 

“We can in no way permit anyone 
from the Vatican to meddle in our in- 
ternal affairs. This is the only point of 
disagreement in our relations with the 
Vatican. We wish these relations to 


















































































“This opinion was expressed in 
comment upon a statement by Msgr. 
Alojzijc Stepinac, imprisoned Arch- 
bishop of Zagreb, who said in an in- 
terview with the Associated Press that 
he believed a compromise solution of 
differences between the church and 
Yugoslavia's government could and 
should be worked out ‘in the interests 
of both. 

‘The Archbishop’s emphasis on the 
need for a clear-cut division between 
church authority and state control over 
temporal matters, the sources here 
said, always has been a precept of the 
Catholic church.” (Los Angeles Times, 
April 8, 1951) 

We need not a prophetic eye to fore- 
see the outcome of this sequence of 
events. The official organ of the Vati- 
can, L’Osservatore Romano, (The 
Curse of a State Church, Jan., 1952, 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGa- 
ZINE), expresses the Pope's readiness 
to establish relations with Marshall 
Tito’s Communistic regime. It could 
be that Stepinac’s release is the pre- 
liminary step toward that end. 
























his § improve, and we have emphasized this 
tion § several times. Today I again empha- 
size that I wish these relations to be- 
ates § come completely normal.” 
1ac’s Last April 7, under the heading 
946, § Vatican Willing to Make Pact With 
ulate § Yugoslavia, an Associated Press com- 
3th, munication from Vatican City in- 
ters formed that ‘‘authoritative Vatican 
time § sources said the Vatican would favor 
still § an accord with Yugoslavia’s govern- 
wel § ment, but a necessary prelude for such 
elics § an accord must be the establishment of 
\oyal § religious freedom in Yugoslavia. 
in at: - 
lergy 
rs Condemned Nazi 
Aptil 
od his 
agred | wy ASSOCIATED PRESS report- 
- how ed from Berlin on Feb. 3, that a 
velic’s § former Nazi named Martin Bormann, 
allies, § “long-missing deputy of Adolf Hitler, 
Diet) § is living as a Franciscan monk in a 
n the® Rome cloister.” Bormann has been re- 
of the § ported dead or in hiding since he dis- 
e mil § appeared during the final days of 
ia w8§ World War II. 
em, ©§ The latest report came from Eber- 
orcibly § hard Stern, 42, who has close connec- 
Romai 





tions with many former high Nazis. 
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The Vatican source said Stern’s 
story, which appeared in the Berlin 
Telegraf, had been examined earlier by 
a magazine published in Munich and 
discovered to be without foundation. 


Stern told interviewers ‘‘he was pos- 
itive a monk known as Frater Martini 
(Brother Martin) was Bormann,” 
only missing member of the high rank- 
ing clique that died in the flaming 
ruins of Hitler’s Berlin Chancellory in 
April, 1945. Bormann was sentenced 
to death in absentia at the Nuernberg 
trials of Nazi war criminals in 1946. 

Stern said the monk told him: ‘““You 
see I am alive and I do not wish to be 
disturbed,” when he talked to him in 
Rome on Jan. 16. 

The Berliner claimed he took pic- 
tures of ‘Bormann’ and the Rome cloi- 
ster to back up his story. He said “he 
possessed a negative of a heavy-set 
monk with a wart on his right nostril. 
The wart, he declared, was the most 


certain proof of Bormann’s identity.” 
The Associated Press concludes its 


report: “There have been rumors 
fioating around Rome fox several years 
that Bormann was in hiding there. One 
report said as a monk, another as an 
adviser for Italian underground groups 
seeking to revive Fascism in Italy. Ger- 
man reports have placed Bormann in 
Soviet Russia, Spain and Argentina. 
Bormann’s son, Martin Jr., is a noviti- 
ate monk in a cloister at Ingolstadt, 
Bavaria.” 


ACCORDIONS 
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aa wv 754 N. Damen Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 


In Defense of 
Bible Truth 


A Clear, Courageous Outline 
of the Issue Between Bible- 
Believing Christians and 
Modernists 


By Pastor Basil A. Malof 


Pastor MALOF, 

a graduate of Spurg- 

eon’s College, London, 

founded the first Rus- 

sian Gospel Churches 

of Petrograd and Mos- 

cow. He was persecut- 

ed, tried in the Krem- 

lin, sentenced to Si- 

beria, and finally exiled from Russia. 
He is now an American citizen. 

In this forthright narrative he tells 
the tragic story of the unbelief and 
denial he found among denomination- 
al leaders in America of the precious 
truths for which he had gladly suffer. 
ed at the hands of the Communists. 

Believing that there must be in 
America a large body of evangelical 
Christians of like precious faith with 
himself, Pastor Malof made a com- 
plete break with the modernists and 
organized the Russian Bible Society 
of Washington, D. C. 

In his book, Pastor Malof minees no 
words. It is timely and stimulating 
reading for those who are tempted to 
believe that ‘‘the dust has settled’’ in 
the controversy that raged in many 
denominations a few years ago be 
tween the theological liberals and con- 
servatives. 

Price, 50 cents postpaid. Order today from: 


Russian Bible Society 
P.O. Box2709, Washington, D.C. 
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CCORDING to Roman Catholic 
teaching, St. Peter was the first 
Pope and Bishop of Rome, the Su- 
preme Pontifex, a high priest who of- 
fered up the sacrifice of the mass 
daily, as the Pope and all Roman 
Catholic priests do today, for his own 
sins and for the sins of the living and 
the dead. Opposed to this we have the 
direct testimony of the Apostle Peter 
himself, that the only priesthood ap- 
pointed in the Christian Church is the 
priesthood of all believers—"a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri- 




























































































































ae fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ 
ts, (I Pet. 5). 
» in In the New Testament, wherever 
lical § the word “priest” is used in the sing- 
with ¥ ular it refers only to Jesus Christ—the 
com § one and only high priest set over the 
ant house of God (Heb. 10:21). For He 
eT is the only priest of the New Coven- 
a who offered the one, all-sufficient 
sting § Sactifice that takes away sins. There is 
ed to therefore no place in the Christian 
1” in§ Church for a sacrificing priesthood of 
many § men. 
0 bef A special class of sacrificing priests 
l con} was appointed among the Jews, but 
the earthly sacrifices they offered were 
from: § mere types and shadows of the one sac- 
y tifice of Christ to come, after which 
D.C. the sacrificing priesthood of Aaron 





ceased. “And they were truly many 
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IS ROME’S PRIESTHOOD 
SCRIPTURAL? 


priests, because they were not suffered 
to continue by reason of death. But 
this man, because he continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable priesthood” 
(Heb. 7:23, 24). 

If a special class of priests had been 
appointed in the Christian Church to 
offer sacrifices daily for the sins of 
men, we should expect that the Scrip- 
tures would have given us instruction 
regarding the office and powers com- 
mitted to them. But we find nothing of 
this kind in the Scriptures. Mention is 
made of apostles, elders, bishops 
(overseers) and deacons. But none of 
these ever assumed the title of “priest” 
or exercised any “priestly” functions 
over the other Christians, as Roman 
Catholic priests do today. Christ alone 
is mentioned as the one priest of the 
New Testament, "Who needeth not 
daily, as those priests, to offer up sac- 
rifice, first for their own sins, and 
then for his people’s: for this he did 
once, when he offered up himself 
(Heb. 7:27). 

The “sacrifice of the mass” which 
Roman Catholic priests offer is a gross 
distortion of the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, which Christ instituted 
as a memorial of the sacrifice of His 
body and blood which he was about to 
offer upon Calvary. “This do,” He 
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commanded, “in remembrance of me.” 
The Church of Rome, without any 
Scriptural authority whatever, turned 
this into an actual sacrifice of the body 
and blood of Christ to be repeated 
daily by its priests on altars raised 
above the heads of the people. By so 
doing, it exalts its priests to the level 
of Christ, and denies the sufficiency of 
the one, completed sacrifice of Christ 
on Calvary. 

The Protestant reformers restored 
the Lord’s Supper to its rightful place 
and function as a remembrance of the 
Lord’s passion and death. They took 
away the altar of sacrifice as set up 
by the Church of Rome and placed in 


its stead the Holy Communion table. 
In order to stress the significance of 
this, they made it a rule that the Com. 
munion table should not be raised toa 
higher level than the heads of the peo. 
ple in the lowest pews. 

A sacrificing priesthood, therefore 
has no place in the Christian Church, 
There is no justification in the Scrip. 
tures for the turning of the Lord’ 
Supper into a sacrifice for sins, nor 
the Communion table into an altar, 
Complete atonement has been made 
forever by the one sacrifice of Chris 
on the cross: ‘For by one offering he 
hath perfected for ever them that an 
sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). 


Ambassador O’Dwyer’s 
Confidant Convicted 


The New York World-Telegram stated in its editorial 
of February 7 that James Moran, who was found guilty on 
all counts of having been the “guiding genius and protec- 
tor’ of a $500,000-a-year racket that shook down as its 
victims fuel oil equipment installers throughout the city, 
“was only six years ago still the close political pal, hench- 
man, protegé and personal confidant of former Mayor 
William O'Dwyer, who had befriended him ever since 
their earlier days together in Kings County Court and 


District Attorney's office. 

“It was Mayor O’Dwyer who made Mo- 
ran First Deputy Fire Commissioner, a 
$10,000-a-year job in which Moran later 
found opportunities for the big shakedown 
racket of which he now stands convicted. 

“One witness during the recent trial testi- 
fied that Moran, when told he would be cut 
out of further graft, merely remarked that 
he ‘had a good run of it’ and that ‘to the 
victor belong the spoils.’ 

“Such a remark would seem wholly in 
character in the case of Moran, whose close 
friendship with former Mayor O’Dwyer 
does not appear ever to have chastened the 
Moran attitude toward ‘practical politics’ or 
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even toward out-and-out rackets. But the it- 
timacy persisted and left its mark on the 
O’Dwyer regime. 

“The Kefauver committee report called 
O'Dwyer a mayor who has ‘contributed to 
the growth of organized crime, racketeering 
and gangsterism in New York City. 

‘That seems to have even a much sharp 
er point now that O’Dwyer’s chief politial 
and personal pal, convicted racketeer as well 
as perjurer, has been committed without 
bail to the Tombs, where even His Excel 
lency, the United States Ambassador to 
Mexico can do nothing for him,” concluds 
the World-Telegram. 
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pe IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE, 
the Vatican is scheduled to take part 
in an international convention cover- 
ing the ocean fleets of states which 
have no seaports. We may be correct 
in speculating that the Vatican is at- 
tempting to form its own navy. Its 
ships would fly the Papal flag, and en- 
joy extra-territorial rights. Like the 
old days of the crusades, Roman Cath- 
olics will be bound by obedience to 
the Pope, and thus under the pain of 
mortal sin, to man these ships under 
the co-direction of a civilian command- 
er and a personal representative of the 


Pope. 


PIN 1946, the Hill-Burton Act was 
passed as law by Congress. This act 
provided $82,627,863 in Federal funds 
to aid sectarian hospitals. $72,378,343 
of this amount went to Roman Catho- 
lic hospitals. Thus, the Roman Catho- 
lic Church has received seven times 
the sum given to all the other religious 
denominations combined. Thus, the 
Hill-Burton Act has proved most bene- 
ficial to only one religious denomina- 
tion: the Roman Catholic Church. As 
a matter of fact, it aids only one re- 
ligious sect: the Roman Catholic 
Church, to the virtual exclusion of all 
the other American religious denomin- 
ations. 


> IN MONTREAL, CANADA, a new 
by-law was passed which states: “No 
lot or piece of land shall be used for 
purposes of worship, education, or 
teaching, without special permission 
from the Executive Committee.” (The 
Christian Science Monitor) A Jewish 
Rabbi, Ference Levy, and a Protestant 
minister, Rev. Emile Lassegues of the 
Pentecostal Church, became victims of 
this new law. Both of these men have 
been held on charges of unlawful as- 
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sembly and failure to obey police or- 
ders. What price religious freedom! Is 
not such a law unconstitutional? Has 
the Canadian Constitution which grants 
“religious freedom” been scrapped? 
In facet, is this not a bold and blatant 
attack on the Canadian Constitution 
initiated by a minority group, the Ro- 
man Church, against the majority will, 
which is overwhelmingly Protestant? 


> REV. FATHER PATRICK J. PEY- 
TON celebrated this year the 10th an- 
niversary of his Family Rosary Cru- 
sade. At the present time, this Irish 
priest can count 6,000,000 Rosary 
pledges. He is 4,000,000 short of his 
quest to have 10,000,000 families pledge 
to say the Rosary every day of their 
earthly lives for the sake of world 
peace. 

Every medium of public expression, 
such as the press, radio, cinema, tele- 
vision, has been utilized to popularize 
and further Father Peyton’s Family 
Rosary Crusade. 


& ON MARCH 3, 1952, Puerto Ricans 
will vote on their new Constitution. It 
is expected that it will be passed by an 
overwhelming majority. Once it is vot- 
ed in, the Puerto Rican Constitution 
will go to the United States Congress 
for final ratification. 


There are two important provisions 
of this constitution: 1) “No law shall 
be made respecting the establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercise thereof;” 2) it forbids interfer- 
ence with state provision of “non-edu- 
cational services to children in paro- 
chial schools.” These provisions will 
represent a defeat and victory for the 
Roman Church: a defeat in the sense 
that Puerto Ricans prefer a free demo- 
cratic republican form of government; 





a victory in the sense that the Roman 
Church has succeeded in obtaining fed- 
eral funds for the support of her pa- 
rochial schools. 


» A LIVELY six-day debate on the pro- 
posal, whether the United Lutheran 
Church in America should adopt ec- 
clesiastical titles for their church officials, 
ended without endorsement of the pro- 
posal. Initiator of the proposal, H. Ober 
Hess of Norristown, Penna., declared that, 
“We have lost in churchliness and fallen 
into the error of trying to popularize the 
church by secularizing its nomenclature.” 


> IN SPAIN, by virtue of the Spanish 
Charter, the Roman Catholic Church 
has its own uncensored press. In a pas- 
toral on Catholic Press Day, Cardinal 
Enrique Pla Y Daniel declared of 
Spain, “There must be a free and re- 
sponsible press, a press worthy of a 
Christian nation.” The Protestant 
churches of Spain are denied the privi- 
lege of printing or even distributing 
their own literature. 


» OF ALL the marriages performed in 
Portugal in 1949, the Catholic ‘Register’ 
reports 86% were Roman Catholic. Only 
24 marriages of other religions were re- 
corded and the remainder were civil cere- 
monies. In Catholic countries, like neigh- 
boring Spain, only couples planning to be 
married by Roman Catholic priests are 
granted civil licenses. Could that be the 
reason for the high percentage of Roman 
Catholic marriages in Portugal? 


bm SIX LAYMEN in the diocese of Mis- 
sissippi have been appointed Knights 
of St. Gregory by a Roman Catholic 
Pope. This total includes the appoint- 
ment last December 23 by Pius XII of 
two brothers, Alexander and Edmund 
Brunini of Vicksburg, Miss. 


&» AT THE ANNUAL reception of mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps accredited to 
the Vatican, a representative from the 
United States was conspicuous by its ab- 
sence. For ten years since 1940 Myron C. 
Taylor represented the United States. 
Since his resignation early last year the 
Vatican has let it be known that it would 
only accept the appointment of a fully 
accredited ambassador or minister. 
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&» THE LUTHERAN National Coung¢j 
now represents nearly 4,000,000 member 
of eight different branches of Lutherap. 
ism. The Lutheran Church of the Missour 
Synod, second largest Lutheran group ip 
the country, still holds out against affilis. 
tion with the National Council. 


& ON APPEAL by parents from Notr 
Dame Roman Catholic parish, (which 
does not have its own parochial school} 
New Hyde Park, Long Island, Ney 
York, Dr. Lewis A. Wilson, acting State 
Education Commissioner of New York 
ruled that a Long Island public school 
district must pay the cost of transport 
ing local children by bus to three po 
rochial schools in neighboring comm» 
nities. Citing an Education Departmen 
rule that provided children wishing tp 
attend parochial school must atten( 
the one nearest home, the N. Y. Time 
reports that Dr. Wilson declared tha 
since the nearest parochial school wa 
crowded and could not accept mor 
pupils, the children should be tram 
ported to neighboring parochial schook 
that can accept them. This decision re 
versed a ruling made by District 5 
North Hempstead, which rejected the 
parents’ petition last May. 


®&» MORE THAN 1,000 American educe 
tors appealed to President Truman agains 
the complete internationalization of Jere 
salem. The educators state that ‘unhappy 
experience with internationalized cities h 
years past should warn us against trying 
to build the peace of the world’s most re 
vered city upon so uncertain a founds 
tion.”’ The 1,014 signers included 103 ui 
versity and college presidents and 19 
deans from 46 states and the District o 
Columbia. More than one hundred of the 
signatories are on the staff of theological 
seminaries; over 30 are from Columbis 
University, 55 from New York University, 
18 from Boston University, 10 from Har 
vard. 


> ALL THE SNOW that falls on Europe’ 
tallest volcano peak, Mount Etna in Sicily, 
belongs to the Archbishop of Catania, bj 
right of a grant dating back to medievw 
time, reports a dispatch of the Associatel 
Press. The snow is estimated to net th 
Archdiocese several thousands of dollan 
each year. 
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Can a True Catholic Be a Loyal American? 
(Continued from page 84) 


that we should remember that the 
church has canonized King Ferdinand 
Ill of Castile, and inserts in the bre- 
viary these words in praise of him: 
“He permitted no heretics to dwell in 
his kingdom, and with his own hands 
brought wood to the stake for their 
burning” (p. 202); that the Church 
tolerates heretics now because it is not 
prudent to kill them (p. 208-209), and 
finally, that the Pope has the power to 
depose secular rulers who abandon 
Catholicism, and to absolve the sub- 
jects of such rulers from their alle- 
giance (p. 210). 

There was a time when priests, 
monks and even the laity could ex- 
press disgust and condemnation against 
Roman abuses, and not even the might 
of the Pontificate dared to assail them 
with impunity. An Irish monk, Colum- 
banus, wrote the splendid defiance to 
a Pope: Si tollis libertatem, tollis et 
dignitatem; “if you destroy liberty, 
you destroy honor.” To Pope Eugenius, 
St. Bernard, another monk, dared to 
send a sturdy warning against the cor- 
tuption surrounding the Roman See. 
Disgusted with the profane pomp dis- 
played by the successors of a Galilean 
fisherman, the austere Cistercian re- 
minded the head of the Western 
Church: “In hic successisti, non Petro 
sed Constantino:” “in this you make 
yourself the successor not of Peter, but 
of Constantine.” (De Consid. Bk. IV- 
c. 3). 

The government of the Church, says 
Gregory I, in words which we of this 
time can scarcely believe to be the 
words of a Pope, “ought never to crush 
the right of honorable protest.” 
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So Hilary of Poitiers sturdily con- 
demned Pope Liberius; so Catherine 
of Sienna poured an invective of fire 
upon the sordid souls of the Curial- 
ists of her time; so Strossmayer told 
the Vatican Council that the Italianiz- 
ing of the world must cease if Catho- 
licity is to prosper. Where is that spirit 
now ? All voices are silenced; protests 
are crushed; dissenters are excommu- 
nicated. A total dictatorship—in spirit 
and in letter—trules every aspect of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The Papacy’s attitude to these foun- 
dations of civilization has been of a 
hostility so undisguised, a violence so 
bitter and a contempt so scornful as to 
cause havoc and consternation within 
the church itself, and anxiety and out- 
cry among the governments of free 
states. Indeed, were we to judge Ro- 
man Catholicism by the public enact- 
ments of its present rulers, it would be 
difficult not to regard it either as the 
most decayed of all anachronisms, or 
as the most dangerous of all survivals 
from a past that we would fain think 
dead and buried. 
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Why not with your renewal send a 
gift subscription to your Pastor, mis- 
sionaries or your friends? 
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By L. H. Lehmann 
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ing story of 
the author’s 
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Dr. Lehmann 
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Catholic claims and teaching — 


Mixed Marriages 
By L. H. Lehmann 


The standard treatise on this subject, in. 
cluding a photographic copy of the officia} 
Catholic Pre-Nuptial Contracts. This pam. 
phlet has been instrumental in the preven. 
tion of many mixed marriages. $23 
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